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National Security Subcommittee to Hold February 23 Field Hearing
on Chemical Plant Security Against Terrorism

(Washington, DC) -- Congressman Christopher Shays (CT-4), Chairman of
the Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats and International
Relations, will convene an oversight hearing Monday, February 23, 2004, 9:30
a.m. in the Moon Township Municipal Building, 1000 Beaver Grade Road, Moon
Township, PA. The Subcommittee will hear testimony on the topic, “Combating
Terrorism: Chemical Plant Security.”

Congressman Tim Murphy (R-1 8™, a member of the Subcommittee, invited
the panel to Pennsylvania to discuss this aspect of homeland security with state and
local emergency management officials and industry association representatives.

The purpose of the hearing is to examine federal programs and voluntary
actions by the chemical industry to address the vulnerability of chemical
production and distribution facilities to terrorist attacks.

The intentional release or detonation of toxic or flammable chemicals at a
large facility could have catastrophic consequences Enhancing security
preparedness and response capabilities at critical infrastructure sites, such as
chemical plants, has been under discussion since September 11, 2001. The
Subcommittee is examining progress to date in identifying critical sites, assessing
vulnerabilities and measuring the effectiveness of government and private efforts
to secure sites.
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